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Preface 



"Pareaption of Barriers to Learning by Gollefe StudOTts" 
is an exploratory study. There is no pretension t&at the 
design and implementation of this study wm aeiefttif iaally 
ideal; nor is the presentation Qf this report prO)fes;sioiiaily 
sophisticatad* The study was undertakim by a genytn^ly 
interested profeaaional who felt a neec for £t. However, 
additional involyameots {in a hundred and one other thingaj 
have made inipoasible a dieouasion and interpretation of 
the findings. This task is left to the readier in a spirit 
of joint venturing. The report as it stands will, however^ 
benefit those teaohers or adminlstratois who browse throiEigih 
the resalts by providing theio a better understanding of 
students' pareeptions of the possible faotors which Imped® 
their learning* 

Several people have dontributed tc this study. Florida 
A a M University ResearGh Comnlttee prcvided iiddeat fi^ihds 
froin its egually modest budget. David Henderson and 
Kathleen McGuinness provided assistance in data oollaction 
and analysis. Drs* Gertruda Simmons^ Charisa Smith, 
Victoria Warner and Ansley Abrahami pro^^idea dnaplration and 
encouragement for the study. Mr, Johnson of Tallahassiee 
Coifimunity College, teachers at FAMU, PSU ana TCC, and the 
atudlents who participated in the study Reserve epsTOial 
thanks. The EAMU Media Center is to be tlianfoed fm its 
contributiona to this doaument. Final ly, Betty Mams 
patiently typed the manuscript and duplioated the report* 

Tha data set can be j«iade available to restearohera 
for further analyses^ 



S , Dhi lion t Ph., D * 
Associate Profeesor 
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'perception of barriers to learning 
by college students' 



INTRODUCTION 

"If a Student has not learned^ the teacher has not 
taught" is an ancient adage. Recent analyses of the pe- 
dogogic prQcass and research findings relative to the learn- 
ing behavior of the learner , however^ seem to question this 
maKim. Whatever elements are involved in the learning pro* 
oesa, the fact remains that the priiriary goal of teaching is 
learning. 

Learning " a dynamic process is the end produot of 
several interacting variables. In the captive audience of a 
claasroom five major components influence the learning out* 
come and can be identified as follows i 



Teacher 



Learner 
(Other Learners) 



/ 



Subject Matter 



Physical Facilitiee 
and Teaching Aids 



Teaching Methods 



Learner-centered teaching ^ therefore^ is more than a 
linear transmission of knowledge from the teacher to the 
learner; it involves interaction among and maKimization of 
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all componants* Arranging effective learning experiences 
for the student through manipulation of these elements be- 
comes a serious concern of the teacher and other interested 
parties. 

The present study was undertaken with such a concern. 
Specif icallyp this investigation addresses itself to the 
identification of factors, as perceived by college students, 
which affect their leaiming. The assumption is that a know-* 
ledge of these perceptions will help teachers and university 
administrators organize and provide more effective learning 
situations ^ 

Sample Selection and Questionnaire 
Mmi^istration 

The study was conducted in 1975 in three post-^secDndary 

institutions in Tallahassee, viz.^ Florida Agricultural and 

Mechanical University (FAMtJ) , Florida State University (FSU) , 

and Tallahassee Cominunity College (TCC) . Two maj.or con-- 

siderations in the selection of the sample werei student^ 

classification level and student representation in the sample 

with various disciplinary orientations at the junior^senior 

levels, ^ 

Within these constraints, t%vo classes were randomly 
selected from each of the three institutions* The classes 
involved in the initial development and pre--test of the re* 
search instrument at.FAMU were eKCluded from final sample 

-^In TCC^ of course, there are no junior and senior 
level classes* | 
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salfictAon process (see section on 'The Research Instruments' 
below) * 

After perrnission from the concerned aaministrators and 
teachers^ a specially designed questionnaire was administerea 
to the selected classes. More or less similar instructions 
were given to each class. Emphasis was placed on the students 
frank expression of opinions and the confidentiality of thai^ 
responses * 

The Research Instrun ient 

The final research instrument for the study ^^as developa^ 
from responses given by students to uhree unstructured pro- 
jective technique one sheet questionnaires (see appendix A^, 
Aj^ and Aj) , These preliminary questionnaires were ad- 
ministered nne each to three different classes at FAflU. 

Pre-test of the final questionnaire was done with a 
freshman class at FAJIU. 2 see appendix 3 for the question- 
naire* 

yarla ble flap 

The following independent variables were used in this 
study? 

1- Sex 4, Grade 

2' 5* Classification 

3- Race 6. School 

The dependent variables factors affecting learning — 



2 

The assumption being that a questionnaire understand- 
able to the freshmen, would also be comprehensible to the 
students in higher classification levels. 
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had statements related to the following five elements in- 
volved in a learning situations 

1- Instructor 4, Students 

2* Subject natter 5. Physical Facilities 

and Related Matters 

3. Teaching ^Tethods 

The Results 

As explained in the preface, the results are only given 
in tabular form,* their discussion and interpretation are left 
to the reader* 

The data are presented in five main sections as follows i 

A, Students' Perception of Statements Concerning 
Instructor > 

B* Students* Perception of Statements Concerning 
Teaching Methods , 

C* Students* Perception of Statements Concerning 
Subject Matter , 

D, Students' Perception of Statements Concerning 
Student. 

E* Students' Perception of Statements Concerning 
Physical Facilities and Related Matters . 

Statistical analyses are limited to percentages for 
each level of an independent variable at the five degrees 
of agreement # i,e* strongly agree, agree, undecided # disagree # 
and strongly disagree. Two additional columns — total 
agreement (strongly agree + agree) and total disagreement 
Catronqly disagree + disagree) — have been added in each 
table for the benefit of the reader. 

The particular statement for which data is presented in 
the table is given at the top of the table, 

12 
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Appendlx A"l 

Praliminary Questionnaire #1 

Mr. X, an instructor, waa teaching a class of 30 
stud^ts. At the end of the class session the students 
were asked as to the amount of subject matter they had 
learned. Only four students said they learned something? 
the rest said that they did not learn anything at all. 
What do you think could have been the possible reasons for 
most of the students not learning in that class. Please, 
be imaginative and write as many reasons for the students 
not learning as you can. 

Please do not write your name. 

1. „ 

2. _^ ■ ^ 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 

9. 

10. 
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Appendix 
Praliminary Questionnaire #2 

















o 


o 


o 


0 






0 


0 


o 


0 




0 


o 


o 


0 






0 


0 


o 


o 




















1 



Percentage of Subject 
Matter Learned 

1001 
75-lOOi 
50-75% 
25-50% 
10-25% 
Less than 10% 



Percantage of Students 



Aess tnan 50% of the subject matter did so? 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. _ 

6. 



.7. 

8. 
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Appendix A- 3 
Preliiniiiary Queationnaira #3 




B 



o 


0 


0 


o 


o 


0 


o 


o 


0 


0 


o 


0 


o 


o 


o 


0 



1 ri 
Two Instructors A & B in teaching situations I & 11 
above use different styles of teaehing. An average student 
in Instructor A's class learns about 80% of the subject 
matter taught; whereas, an average students in Instructor B's 
class learns only 20%. Can you list below the character- 
istics of teaching styles of the two Instructors? 

Characteristics of teaching style of Instructor A - 
Cstuients learned 80% of the subject matter) i 

1. 

2. 

3. 



4. 



Characteristics of teaching style of Instructor B 
(students learn only 20% of the subject matter) ; 

, 1. 

2. 

3-' 



4. 
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Appendix S 
Final Questionnaire 



Student Perceptions of Factors 
Affecting Learning 

We are interested in identifying some of the 
factors which you think affect your learning. 
The follov/ing statement a are developed for 
this purpose = Against each statement are five 
categories^ viz., strongly agree, agree, don*t 
know, disagree, strongly disagree. You are asked 
to indicate your response under the appropriate 
category by placing a check mark (vO . As you 
know, there are no right or wrong answers. Wfeat 
you yourself think is the correct answer for you* 

Also, fill out Part II of the questionnaire. 
Please do not sign your name. 

Thank you for your cooperation. 



-49- 

57 



PART I 



Col, 
No. 



Statement 



10 * 1. If I had a differQit rrajor grades wuld b© 
better. 

11 2. Seme of the etutoits in ny classa i^eoess^ily in- 
terrupt the inatoictors so leaning tecoireS'^Aa^* 

12 3, Other thirds be^g U^e smm, sti^ents learn more in 
a younger instn^tor's clase -Umn in an older in^ 
structor'S' olaplf^ sin^ly^ becai^ he can relate to 
than better. 

13 4p Ml in all, I am satisfi^ witii tte teadiing methods 
of most of ny insttwtors* 

14 5* ybBt of the classrooRe tere we r»t well eqi^pped 
for effective learnir^* 

15 6* In rny^ opinion, the ^OTninatiOTS ^ooiarage manoriztog 
on tine part of stirfents rather than real learning. 

16 7. I feel more oamfort^le with and learn more from tte 
instruotors vjbD are of xt^ am s®c, 

17 8, I vdLsh the size of ny classes were smaller ^ sinoe 
large classes interfere with ny learning, 

18 9, Instractors vA^ relate the siJbjert matt^ to daily 
activities of life stMuilate leamirig on toe j^rt 
of stud^ts. 

19 I 10, If I knew ^Amt I will be doing after graduating 
from colleger I wuld teJte more interest in ny 
studies, 

20 11. I p^ more attmtion to md l^m mora from in- 
structors of ny race. 

21 12* Librae facilities at ny shOTol are inad^uate. 

22 13, Uie merit ^ateiTi (grading)^ ie a rml ^cmtive for 
st\xlents to learn, 

23 14, Physical a^^Barance of an instrwtor does not help 
or Mndar the laming piooess in a classroOT 
situation. 
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Col. 
No, 


v^tatement 


P 


s 
1 


as 


s 

m 

Q 


strongly ^ 
Disagree i 


24 


15. I wish worm such aids were used in claases. 












25 


16, Bia .i.cadanic Jaad^ ground of many of tha stiidents in 
classes is ctef^cient, aid it n^atively affects 
ny leamijig. 












26 


77. An instructor s ]<^iowing his sti3£3€fits ^ n^ie aoae 
not naan timt the/ arm better irotiTOtaa to leam 
in his class. 












27 


18.. MDSt of the text . ooks in my courses hard to 
ur^torstand^ 












28 


19, I learn wore and ± a faster rate frcm iniitriwtOTs 
I Imcw or gat to IsIkm persOTallyi ttem irrun in- 
struators I dan*t taw. 












29 


20, Di i^inion, an instruotor's ^rsonril philos^hyf 
be it radical or -TOiiserTOtive, toes not in ai^ way 
affect stodOTts* Aaaming. 












30 


21. I tiiirik -Ute ajbje jt matter I sm tau^t m my owrses 
is obsolete^ it f ^es not turn me cm. 












31 


22. MDst of rt^ instructors to not ^low partielity to 
stuflfents of the cpposite sex* 












32 


23. MDSt of the stude its just rant to hava a goad time 
and are not serioi sly interestea in leamljtig. 












33 


24. In n^^ opajiion; te.^aters mtii Ph. D. de^r^s 'imM 

their subject itiat::^ better Uian tir^a vAio btb M.A. •£ 












34 


25. It is belief ti at students gmerally learn nore 
in subject matter relating dJ^wtly to Ui^^ir major. 












35 


26* ffest of instructors oma to Uie Glass wsll ^e- 
parKi, 












36 


27. There is too mudi iioise inside and outside the class* 
roOTS and leaminG b^anes difficij.t. 












37 


28, teiversi^ reguiatiOTs to rot moourage students to 
take OTJirses tii^ ^/roiLd really mjcy. 












38 


29 # Inste^jctors holding Ph. D, degrws aro bett^ 
teachi^xs tihrn ttof a to not. 













r 
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Stateraent 


8 ■ 
w S 


1 




1 


Strongly , 
Disagree ' 


39 


30, 


^bst mstxixta^ are Intarasted in staJteita leamliig 
aM do follcw up m gtu^^ts vAk> imVB di££imd,tiea 
in tlteir oorars^* 












40 


31. 


With all ^toe aati%rMLBS cn thia canpua, it ie h^d 
to oGncentrate on stoiies* 












41 


32. 


A atutoit's Booio-eocawmc badcgromid does not affTCt 
his leaxTdi^ habits. 












42 


33. 


I like thMe mstructora \*o deliwr their I^^i^m 
wBll^ aM do TOt let toe stuteits interri^ tiieir 












43 


34. 


I rnijoy tJrm classes of th^e teachers are itora 
infoaaml mth tl« studeits in their claases. 












44 


35. 


1 thirdc iMltucally depri^^ stuteita^ tecaure of 
Umr backg^iM^, find oolite leamii^ imre difficult 
than oth^ stucteits* 














PART U 



04, Sex; Female 
Male 



06, Race I Black 
H'Jhite 
Other 



( Specif yT 



08, Overall grade 
averages 

A 

B 
C 
D 



1 

"2 



1 

"2 

"3 



1 

"2 
"3 
'4 



05 5 Age I Below 18 
18-24 
25-30 
Over 30 

07, Classi- 
fication: 

Freshman 
Sophomore 
Junior 
Senior 



09, School; 



FAMU 

PStJ 

TCC 



1 
"2 
"3 
"4 



1 
"2 
"3 



THANK you 
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